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The mission of Philip Jaisohn Memorial
Foundation is to promote and fulfill

Dr. Philip Jaisohn'’s ideals of humanity

by providing a broad range of medical,
health and human services, while promoting
advocacy, leadership development and
cultural programs for the enrichment

of the community.

1973 Dr. Philip Jaisohn was a pioneer and an independence activist in both
Korea and America. He published the first Korean newspaper, “The Independent”, to
educate the general public in Korea and he was the first Korean to become a naturalized
US citizen as well as the first Korean to receive a medical degree in America.
Dr. Jaisohn worked tirelessly to serve his two countries.

In 1975, eight physicians residing in the Philadelphia area founded the Philip Jaisohn
Memorial Foundation to uphold the spirit of Dr. Jaisohn by providing medical services to the
newly arriving immigrants. Since then, Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation has become
the premier health and human services organization of the Asian American community
and strives to strengthen and expand its services while cultivating the next generation of
leaders to carry on Dr. Philip Jaisohn’s legacy.
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Philip Jaisohn
1864 - 1951

The First Korean American
Pioneer for the
Korean Independence and Democracy
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It is my honor to serve as Chairman of the Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foun- Brian Lee
dation at this historic moment, celebrating fifty years of achievement while Chairman of the Board
preparing for an exciting expansion for the future.

| first learned of the Foundation more than four decades ago, when my late
father spoke of Dr. Daniel Yun’s efforts to sustain its operation through difficult
times. Founding and maintaining such an institution was no small task, and
this book stands as a testament to the sacrifice and perseverance of all who
dedicated themselves to that vision. We, the board, recognize the time and
efforts of the editors and writers of this book.

| extend my deepest gratitude to the eight founding physicians, who opened
the Foundation by offering voluntary evening hours after their full-time hos-
pital work, and to the past and present board directors, presidents, Physi-
cians, staff, and countless volunteers whose devotion carried the Foundation
through both trials and triumphs. Their service reflects Dr. Jaisohn’s enduring
ideals of humanity.

The Foundation’s impact is personal to me. My parents benefited from its
healthcare and home care services, which allowed them to access the ser-
vices in their native tongue, and to live with independence and dignity. | have
also seen how Jaisohn scholarships have shaped lives, including that of my
close friend who became a respected public servant, inspired by Dr. Jaisohn’s
legacy.

When | joined the Board eight years ago, | hoped to give back; instead, |
found myself deeply inspired by Dr. Jaisohn. His example as a tireless ser-
vant of both Korea and the United States continues to guide me, as it does so
many others. Together, we must carry this legacy forward—building a future
where Korean Americans, proud of their heritage, contribute as leaders in the
civic and economic life of this country. As we uphold our tradition of health-
care services, we will invest heavily in advocacy, leadership and scholarship
programs for the next generation.

An exciting new project! With the support of Montgomery County, we have
launched a ten-million-dollar project to create a new plaza that will expand
medical services and provide gathering spaces for education, culture, and
fellowship. Renovations are underway, and we invite all who share this vision
to join us in building a place of beauty and purpose for generations to come.

Dr. Jaisohn entrusted us with a vision of independence, liberty, and service
to humanity. Now it is our turn to leave an additional legacy—a vibrant plaza
and enduring institution that future generations will inherit with pride, remem-
bering the devotion of those who came before them.
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Dear Friends, Supporters,

and Community Partners George Choe
President & CEO

It is my great honor to welcome you to the 50th Anniversary History Publica-
tion of the Philip Jaisohn (Soh, Jai-Pil) Memorial Foundation (PJMF). This
milestone is more than a celebration of years—it is a tribute to Dr. Philip Jai-
sohn, our founders, and the early generations who carried forward his en-
during legacy of service, democracy, liberty, and community advocacy. Our
organization was deeply honored this August to welcome President Lee Jae-
Myung and First Lady Kim Hea-Kyung of the Republic of Korea to the Philip
Jaisohn Memorial House in Media and their visit marks a momentous occa-
sion celebrating the enduring legacy of Dr. Philip Jaisohn.

When | assumed the role of President & CEO in 2018, my hope was to build
on this strong foundation while expanding our mission. We sought to serve
not only Korean Americans, but also Asian Americans, immigrants, and un-
derserved communities across our region. Over the past decade, PIMF has
been transformed—doubling in scale, launching innovative services, and
forging new partnerships that reflect both the diversity and the strength of the
community we serve.

This publication highlights our early beginnings, years of steady growth, and
the transformative decade from 2015 to 2025—a period marked by historic
grants, bold initiatives, and national recognition of Dr. Jaisohn’s contributions.
From the creation of the Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza to the establish-
ment of the Jaisohn Advocacy and James & Agnes Kim Leadership Institute,
PJMF has become a regional hub for health, human services, and leadership
development.

None of this progress would have been possible without the vision of our
founders and the steadfast support of our friends, partners, and community
members. As you read through these pages, | hope you are as inspired as |
am by what we have accomplished together—and even more inspired by the
future that lies ahead.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers of PJMF, thank you
for being part of this journey. With your continued support, we will carry Dr.
Jaisohn’s spirit of service and advocacy into the next 50 years and beyond.

, , -
With deepest gratitude, -

George Choe ‘
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LIFE OF DR. PHILIP JAISOHN(1864-1951)

Dr. Philip Jaisohn was a monumental pioneer of national
independence and the liberal democracy of Korea. Fol-
lowing his exile to the U.S. due to a failed coup (1884), he
became the first Korean to obtain U.S. citizenship (1890)
and a medical degree (1892). To enact his ideals for en-
lightenment and social reforms, he printed the first Kore-
an language newspaper in Korea (1896-98) and fought
against Japanese imperialism in the U.S. (1919-1926).
He served both for his motherland and adopted country
as a wartime physician during World War Il (1942-45) and
then as the chief advisor to the U.S. military government
of Korea (1947-48).

YOUNG PROGRESSIVE

Soh Jai-Pil (Dr. Jaisohn's original Korean name) was born
in the southwestern region of Korea in 1864. He was ad-
opted by one of his relatives when he was seven years
old and grew up in Seoul.

When Soh Jai-Pil was young, Korea was at the thresh-
old of great socio-cultural changes. Internally, the estab-
lished orders of hierarchy and monarchy were challenged
by the introduction of the Western ideas of civic equality
and democracy. In addition, Confucianism was losing its
influence as Christianity started to gain popularity and in-
fluence in Asian countries.

Externally, Korea, which was under the sway of Imperi-
al China (Qing Dynasty), was being pressured by other
countries such as Russia, the United States, and Japan
to form diplomatic relations.

While studying in Seoul, Soh Jai-Pil became acquainted

with Kim Ok-Kyun, the leader of the country’s young pro-
gressives, and joined the reformist group whose motto
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was equality, liberty, and independence. In 1884, he par-
ticipated in the Gapsin Coup, an attempt to bring forth
radical change to Korea. Young revolutionists took over
the government and declared civic equality and inde-
pendence from China. At age twenty, Soh Jai-Pil was the
youngest revolutionary in the coup.

However, their actions were not well planned and were
quickly overturned. China swiftly sent troops to put a stop
to the revolution. As a result, the young revolutionists were
charged with treason, and the members of their families
were all sentenced to death. Soh Jai-Pil's wife took her
own life and his one-year-old son starved to death.

FIRST KOREAN-AMERICAN

Soh Jai-Pil, together with his fellow revolutionaries, ar-
rived in San Francisco in 1885. After arriving, he worked
in a furniture store to make a living and ran ten miles every
day delivering flyers. He also attended church services
and the YMCA in order to learn English. Soh Jai-Pil was
presented with an incredible opportunity when a wealthy
businessman from Pennsylvania named John W. Hollen-
back visited San Francisco and had the chance to inter-
view him. Hollenback offered to help Jai-Pil study in the
U.S. and support everything he needed for his education.
Jai-Pil took this opportunity and went to Wilkes-Barre, PA
with Hollenback to attend Harry Hillman Academy, a pre-
paratory high school. Soh Jai-Pil anglicized his name to
Philip Jaisohn by reversing the order of his Korean name.
He was especially outstanding at public speaking despite
the challenges and hardships of using English as a second
language. After graduating from high school, Hollenback
proposed to Dr. Jaisohn that he enter Princeton Seminary
and return to Korea as a missionary. Even though he was
a sincere Christian and desired to go back to his native
country, Dr. Jaisohn could not accept the proposal due to
the outstanding charge of treason on his head.
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Instead, Dr. Jaisohn went to Washington D.C. and found
a job in the Army Surgeon General's Library. His job was
translating Chinese medical books into English. During
his stay in Washington D.C. in 1890, he obtained U.S.
citizenship, becoming the first Korean-American. As med-
ical knowledge advanced, Dr. Jaisohn became interested
in studying medicine in depth, so he enrolled at George
Washington University and earned a medical degree, spe-
cializing in bacteriology, in 1892.

Both his citizenship and medical degree were exceptional
because Asians were not legally eligible to obtain them at
that time.

In 1894, he married Muriel Armstrong. She was the
daughter of George Buchanan Armstrong, the founder of
the railway mail delivery system during the Civil War, and
the niece of the 15th President, James Buchanan. After
marriage, she gave birth to two daughters, Stephanie and
Muriel.

CHAMPION OF INDEPENDENCE

Dr. Jaisohn returned to Korea in 1895 when a new reform-
ist cabinet formed after the Sino-Japanese War exonerat-
ed him of treason. Initially, the government offered him a
position in foreign affairs, which he declined as believed
that education about the country’s current political state
was the most pressing need. Instead, he set out to publish
a newspaper, The Independent. This newspaper was an
innovative project since it was the first newspaper printed
in Korean Hangul instead of Chinese characters, which
only the elite could read. Dr. Jaisohn's argument was that
Hangul should be used as the official printed language so
that people of all classes and genders could read and be
informed of the various affairs in the country. The Indepen-
dent was also printed in English to appeal to international

society and inform them of Korean issues. As the editor,
he wrote about a variety of important matters ranging
from building an independent nation, public education,
equal rights for women, agricultural and industrial devel-
opment to public hygiene.

Dr. Jaisohn proposed to build the Independence Gate
in place of the Imperial China Gate to encourage peo-
ple to fight for national independence. He also organized
the Independence Club to hold public meetings in which
political issues were publicly debated as many citizens
didn't think that politics were any of their concern. Dr.
Jaisohn made sure that common citizens were informed
of national and international matters and the subject of
public opinion.

On Thursdays, Jaisohn taught a course in world histo-
ry at a high school called Bae-Jae Academy. One of his
students was Rhee Syng-man, who later became the
first President of South Korea. Dr. Rhee recollected that
he first learned about the concept of 'political freedom'
from Dr. Jaisohn. Another student was Ju Shi-Kyung who
wrote the first grammar book of the Korean language
based on his apprenticeship at The Independent.

Although Dr. Jaison was welcomed by the Korean peo-
ple, the government officials were not pleased with him
because of his criticism of their misconduct. Moreover,
Russia and Japan, who wanted to make Korea part of
their land, threatened Dr. Jaisohn with death. At last, Dr.
Jaisohn was ordered to leave Korea in 1898.
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PRINTER IN PHILADELPHIA

After returning to the U.S., Dr. Jaisohn worked at the Wis-
tar Institute of the University of Pennsylvania for several
years. Meanwhile, Korea was occupied by Japan in the
aftermath of the Russo-Japanese War. In 1905, the same
year that Korea started to lose its independence, Dr. Jai-
sohn started a printing and stationery business (Philip
Jaisohn & Co.) with one of his high school friends. He
believed that a time would come again when he would
have to work for Korean independence, and that finan-
cial stability would be needed to do so. He printed books,
newspapers, city newsletters, and advertisements. His
business was a great success. Together with his col-
league, he established two branches in Wilkes-Barre and
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

When his business reached its peak, he was head of the
Philadelphia branch, which had 70 employees. Thanks
to his social skills, Dr. Jaisohn made many good friends
such as William Smith, who was the mayor of Philadel-
phia at the time.

REIGNITING THE FLAME FOR INDEPENDENCE

While Dr. Jaisohn was running his business in the US,
Japan began its colonization of Korea, which lasted for

thirty-six years (1910~1945). The Japanese govern-

ment ruled Korea with an iron-fist, imprisoning and

torturing Korean patriots who resisted. Koreans,

in a demonstration of disobedience towards

the Japanese colonial government, took

to the streets to pro-

claim their will for in-

dependence in a
peaceful and

A

A 4

resolute manner. They publicly read the Korean Dec-
laration of Independence signed by religious leaders,
and shouted out 'Independence for Korea! Long live
Korea!' Held on the first of March in 1919, this event is
remembered as the March First Movement.

Dr. Jaisohn heard the news of the nationwide upris-
ing against Japan. Deeply moved by the news, he felt
that the long-awaited time to fight for Korean inde-
pendence had arrived. Dr. Jaisohn called for Korean
Americans to come together for a convention called
the First Korean Congress, named after the First Con-
tinental Congress. He also invited his American friends
including Rev. Floyd Tomkins of Trinity Church of Phil-
adelphia and Father James Dean, then president of
Villanova University.

During the three day meeting held at the Little Theatre
in Philadelphia (4.14~16, 1919), Korean American del-
egates discussed how to bring freedom back to Korea
and adopted a resolution stating that the new Korea
would be a republic and a democracy. After this meet-
ing, they marched through downtown Philadelphia and
arrived at Independence Hall where America’s found-
ing fathers had signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence 150 years earlier.

Dr. Jaisohn thought that if the U.S. government sup-
ported the independence of Korea it would be of great
help to Koreans and, in order to achieve this aim, win-
ning American public opinion was crucial. After the
convention, he established the League of Friends of
Korea to organize Americans who were in favor of an
independent Korea.

Its headquarters were in Philadelphia and there were
twenty chapters in different cities including New York,
Washington D.C., Chicago, London, and Paris.

The chairperson of the League was Floyd Tomkins
(1850~1932), a highly respected reverend in Philadel-



phia. With about 25,000 members, the League earnestly
acted to support the independence of Korea. In 1920, for
example, the New York chapter held a service to com-
memorate the March First Movement, where 1,000 mem-
bers attended.

The League sent petitions and letters to senior officials
such as the President and Senators to urge the govern-
ment to listen as to why Korea must be freed and why
U.S. should support its independence. Dr. Jaisohn also
established the Korean Information Bureau and published
a monthly periodical, The Korea Review, in which many
American journalists contributed articles to inform Ameri-
cans of the situation in Korea.

Dr. Jaisohn did not hesitate to take responsibility for the
high expenditure needed to fund these endeavors. Dr. Jai-
sohn faced an insurmountable financial burden and in the
end, his printing business went bankrupt in 1924. He lost
all his assets, including his house in Philadelphia. As a re-
sult, he moved to Media, PA. Dr. Jaisohn lived in this new
house until his death in 1951, and that house has since
become the Philip Jaisohn Memorial House.

MEDICAL SCIENTIST

After declaring bankruptcy, Dr. Jaisohn decided to resume
his medical career. In order to update his medical knowl-
edge, he entered the medical school at the University of
Pennsylvania as a special student in 1926 at the age of
62 years old. Despite his old age, he was a tireless stu-
dent. He chose pathology as his area of concentration and
conducted research in various hospitals, penning several
research articles in scientific journals.

Dr. Jaisohn also started his personal practice in Media,
PA in 1938. Prior to this, he only saw patients during the
weekends due to his long commute to the hospital where
he worked. His wife passed away in 1940, shortly after Dr.
Jaisohn settled into the town.

SERVING TWO COUNTRIES

When the Pacific War between the U.S. and Japan broke
outin 1941, Dr. Jaisohn served as a wartime physician for
the U.S. Army. He believed that his service would contrib-
ute to both protecting the freedom of the United States as
well as save Korea from Japanese rule. Dr. Jaisohn was
recognized and awarded medals by the U.S. President
and Congress for his service.

In 1945, Korea gained its independence after the U.S. de-
feated Japan in World War Il. Dr. Jaisohn was invited to
Korea to serve as chief advisor to the U.S. Military Gov-
ernment of South Korea under the directorship of General
John Hodge. Dr. Jaisohn warned Koreans that democracy
was the supreme principle that Koreans must aim towards
while building the nation. Also, he emphasized that the
peaceful unification of both the South and North Koreas
was necessary to make the country truly independent.

The first presidential election in South Korea was held in
1948, and thousands of prominent figures asked Jaisohn
to lead the country as President. Among them was twen-
ty-three year old Kim Dae-Jung, who later became the
eighth President of South Korea and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate. Dr. Jaisohn, however, did not want to do so, be-
cause he worried it could fuel ideological-political feuds
among Koreans. He announced that he would remain an
American citizen.

The final years of Dr. Jaisohn’s life was filled with dramatic
moments, as they coincided with during the Korean War
(1950~1953). Witnessing the war and beholding the de-
terioration of his life-long dream exacerbated his physical
illness and hastened his death. Dr. Jaisohn passed away
on January 5, 1951, at the age of 87, in Norristown, PA.
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Leadership and Expanded Mission
(2018 Onward)

In January 2018, | was invited to become the Pres-
ident & CEO, bringing mainstream corporate
and nonprofit experiences. | wanted to instill a
new vision that broadened PJMF's mission from
serving primarily the Korean American and im-
mediate neighbor communities to serving Asian
Americans and other underserved populations,
including African Americans and immigrant
groups.

In 2019, PJMF formally changed its mission state-
ment, removing Korean language from the web-
site and officially embracing a broader immi-
grant and local community focus.
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Transformative Growth (2152025
Over the last decade,

the Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation (PJMF)
has experienced the most significant growth

in its 50-year history.

From 2015 to 2025, PJMF transformed financially,
programmatically, and in national recognition
-more than doubling its combined operating base.

That same year, PIMF hosted the First Korean
Congress Centennial Celebration with support
from the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Af-
fairs of the Republic of Korea, the Korean Ameri-
can Association of Greater Philadelphia, and ten
other local organizations. This $150,000 event
educated new generations about the Korean in-
dependence movement in America and Dr. Philip
Jaisohn's leadership as a “Changemaker” through
his advocacy efforts.

From this celebration grew a new commitment
to youth engagement. The Jaisohn Youth Pro-
grams, including the Jaisohn Drum Team, were
established after the Centennial celebration. For
many youth participants, it was the first time they
recognized Korean American history as their his-
tory, not just their parents’. These youth later be-




came vital contributors during the pandemic, helping seniors
learn technology so they could join virtual ESL classes, cul-
tural programs, and line dancing—combatting loneliness with
connection.

Since then, PJMF has partnered with the James Joo-Jin Kim
Program in Korean Studies at the University of Pennsylvania,
continuing to highlight this history—helping young people see
it as their own heritage, not just their parents’ story.
Building Services and Infrastructure

2020 Launched Home Health Care operation with
$300,000 of an $800,000 James & Agnes Kim
Foundation grant.

Renovated Jaisohn Memaorial House with
$800,000 in upgrades funded by the Korean
government and PJMF.

Executed 130+ vaccine clinics and

distributed 24,000 COVID-19 test kits.

Youth assisted seniors with digital literacy,
ESL, and wellness activities.

Established the Jaisohn Wellness Center at
the Advanced Living Communities in response
to a suicide of a senior resident.

Secured $250,000 from Montgomery

County and HealthSpark Foundation for an
AAPI Community Strengths and Needs
Assessment Project.

Secured $5.25 million ARPA grant for the
Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza; restored
the Jaisohn Monument again funded by the
Korean government and PJMF.

Received $2 million MacKenzie Scott Yield
Giving grant; $1 million of this grant matched
by James & Agnes Kim Foundation to create
the Jaisohn Advocacy and JAK Leadership
Institute with a $2 million endowment.

* 2020

* 2020-2021

* 2021

* 2022

* 2023

2024

» 2024-2025 Secured the Jaisohn Community Wellness
Plaza building space at 1180 Welsh Road, North
Wales, PA 19454, for $4.5 million, along with the
necessary permit approvals from Upper
Gwynedd Township for future programs at this
location. An architectural firm was hired and
the design basis has been completed. After a
competitive bidding process, a contractor was
selected, and construction commenced in
early September 2025.

National Recognition and Legacy

» 2021 Dr. Philip Jaisohn featured as one of 22 Liberty
Changemakers at the Faith and Liberty
Discovery Center.

» 2023 Recognized by 6abc as one of Philadelphia’s
“Philly Proud” organizations.

» 2025 Featured in the A250 “Declaration’s Journey”
special exhibition at the Museum of the
American Revolution.

» 2025 Honored by the Republic of Korea President
Lee Jae-Myung and First Lady Kim Hae-Kyung's
visit Jaisohn Memorial House.

Conclusion

Between 2015 and 2025, PJMF tripled its financial base, se-
cured historic grants, expanded services, and elevated Dr. Jai-
sohn'’s legacy to national prominence. This decade of trans-
formative growth positions PJMF as a regional hub for Asian
American health, human services, advocacy, and leadership
development — with youth and seniors connected in service,
just as Dr. Jaisohn envisioned.
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Appointed as President & CEO of PJMF (2018.1)

Relocated Jaisohn Center-Lansdale from HealthSpark Foundation (Colmar) to Jefferson Lansdale
Hospital Community Health Center, 51 Medical Campus Dr.,, Lansdale., PA (2018.8.1)

Hosted the First Korean Congress Centennial Celebration, $150,000 budget with support from MPVA
and fundraising; 3,000 attendees over three days (2019.4.12-14)

Began annual Independence Blue Cross Foundation grants ($80,000+); Nursing Internship Program
(2019.6, 2024.7.25)

Established “Korean American Citizenship Day” honoring Dr. Philip Jaisohn; proclamations adopted
by PA Senate and House, Philadelphia City Council, Montgomery & Delaware Counties, and Media
Borough (2019.6.19)

Formed Jaisohn Youth Academy and established Jaisohn Youth Drum Team (2019.7)

Founded the Asian American Coalition for Health & Human Services with leaders from eight AAPI
communities (2019.10.11)
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Conducted 130+ vaccine clinics and distributed 24,000 rapid COVID-19 test kits; youth volunteers
assisted seniors with digital literacy, ESL, and wellness programs (2020-2024)

Reopened Philip Jaisohn Memorial House after $1M expansion and redesign (2020.10.10)

Received $300,000 grant from James & Agnes Kim Foundation for Jaisohn Home Health Care Services
(2021.1.12)

Dr. Philip Jaisohn featured as one of 22 Liberty Changemakers at Faith & Liberty Discovery Center -
the only Asian American represented (2021.5)

Opened Jaisohn Wellness Center for senior programs at Advanced Living Communities (2021.11.1)
Montgomery County ARPA grant of $250,000 awarded for AAPI Community Strengths & Needs
Assessment Study, co-chaired by George Choe and Emma Hertz (2022.6.1)

Secured $5.25M Montgomery County ARPA grant for Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza project
(2022.8.5)

Secured $300,000 grant from PA Department of Human Services for bilingual health programs,
navigation, and senior services (2023.3.6)

Hosted the Annual First Korean Congress Celebration cosponsored by the UPenn James Joo-Jin Kim
Korean Studies and the ROK Philadelphia Consulate Office (2023.4)

Selected for 3-year Montgomery County contract ($60,000/year) to operate the first AAPI Senior
Community Center; received $116,500 PA Department of Aging Senior Community Center Grant
(2024-25) (2023.5.9)

Recognized by 6abc TV as one of Philadelphia's "Philly Proud” organizations (2023.5.18)

Received $2M unrestricted grant from MacKenzie Scott Yield Giving (2024.3.19)

Co-hosted the First Annual Delaware County AAPI Heritage Festival with County Council and Chamber
of Commerce (2024.5.10)

Acquired Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza building (1180 Welsh Rd., North Wales., PA) for $4.5M
(2024.7.17)

Presented the 8th Philip Jaisohn Award to James Joo-Jin Kim, Executive Chairman of Amkor Technology
(2024.7.28)

Hosted the First Annual AAPI Fall Festival (2024.9.15)

Led delegation of 88 participants to Dr. Jaisohn's birthplace in Boseong County, the largest U.S. group
ever to visit the site (2024.9.23-10.1)

Held Media-Boseong Sister City Cooperation Agreement Signing Ceremony at Delaware County Court
house (2024.10.24)

Relocated Jaisohn Center Central and Home Care teams to Jaischn Community Wellness Plaza
(2024.11.23)

Honored by official visit of President Lee Jae-Myung and First Lady Kim Hae-Kyung of the Republic of
Korea to the Philip Jaisohn Memorial House (2025.8.26)

Co-hosted “National Conference on Education, Policy, and Action for Korean Americans” with Korean
American Institute in Philadelphia (2025.9.12-14)

Dr. Philip Jaisohn featured in the A250 “Declaration’s Journey” special exhibition at the Museum of the
American Revolution (2025.10)
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Yan Lun Li’s Story

After my husband passed away, | had no family in China to care for me. In 2010, my niece spon-
sored me to move to the U.S.A,, hoping | could live a safer and better life. But life in a new country
was hot easy. | struggled to find a job because of my limited English, my age, and my lack of work
experience. Many days, | felt lost and uncertain about my future.

For a time, | gave up on working and spent my days at the local library, quietly reading Chinese
newspapers. It was a simple routine, but it kept me connected to the world. One day, a friend
told me about SCSEP. With hope in my heart, | joined in 2012—and that decision changed my life.
Through three years of training with SCSEP and supportive services, | gradually gained confi-
dence and new skills. | became a U.S. citizen and received food stamps to help support myself.

Today, | proudly work at Penn Asian Senior Services Inc. as a program assistant, where | contin-
ue to improve my English and computer skills. Every day | feel more empowered, independent,
and connected to a community that cares. | will always be deeply grateful to Jaisohn SCSEP for
giving me this life-changing opportunity. They helped me rebuild my life, restore my hope, and
realize that even in difficult times, new beginnings are always possible.
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TO THE
JAISOHN CENTER

Dr. Haroon Rashid
Patient of the Jaisohn Medical Center
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The Jaisohn Center, a beacon of light,
Where Asian voices, in chorus unite,

For justice and equity, with all their might,
A fervent flame burning ever so bright.

Dr. Jaisohn — a hero, a legend so grand,
For Korea's freedom, he took a bold stand,
A physician of valor across the vast land,
His legacy echoes, a trustworthy hand.

From seeds of Dr. Jaisohn, vision takes its flight,

In Media, Pennsylvania, a beacon burning bright.

A promise to the community, to stand against distress,

A Medical Center opened, bringing health and happiness.

For those who seek the comfort of a life within the home,
Home Health Care teams ensure they never have to roam.
With skilled nurses and therapists, compassion at their side,
The mission of service and healing is carried far and wide.

Bilingual staff step forward, with cultural grace and care,
Helping seniors find comfort and dignity there.

For the mind’s own battles, where shadows try to creep,
The Mental Health teams stand ready — promises to keep.

The Wellness Center beats with connection and grace,
An advocacy for citizens, empowering their place.
Under George Choe’s leadership, with vision so clear,
The Jaisohn Center thrives, year after year.

A legacy of service, shining ever so bright,
Inspiring generations, morning, noon, and night.
May its promise endure, with unwavering might —
A testament to hope, and to Dr. Jaisohn’s light.
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Present and Future of the

“George” Jung Soo Choe, President and CEO, Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation

Looking to the next fifty years, PIMF is focused
on building upon its legacy of service while po-
sitioning itself as a regional hub for health, hu-
man services, advocacy, and leadership for Asian
Americans and underserved communities.

Two Major Projects Driving the Future

« Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza (JCWP) - A
landmark “one-stop” center with the total bud-
get of $10 million providing primary care, home
health care, home care, navigation/social ser-
vices, and preventive care alongside education,
cultural, and physical wellness activities. ICWP
addresses both healthcare and quality of life for
immigrant families, especially seniors with lan-
guage and cultural barriers.

« Jaisohn Advocacy & JAK Leadership Institute
- Established with a separate $2 million endow-
ment, the Institute will develop the new gener-
ation of leaders. Working closely with all ethnic
communities and their leaders, it will ensure
AAPI and all ethnic community voices are repre-
sented in civic life, policy debates, and commu-
nity development by partnering with the efforts
such as the New America Initiative, etc.

Expanding Services for the AAPI Community
The AAPI Community Strengths and Needs As-
sessment Study revealed both the challenges
and resilience of Asian American communities
in our region. PIMF is committed to expanding
services in partnership with AAPI ethnic com-
munities and their leaders, through the Asian
American Coalition. This includes expanding ac-
cess to primary care, home health care, home
care, senior care, mental health, and culturally
responsive social services.

Quality and Accessibility of Services

Future growth will emphasize quality improve-
ment and accessibility:

* Primary Care, Home Health Care, and Home
Care Services will expand with diversity in cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate care.

» Navigation and Social Services will help immi-
grant families overcome barriers in healthcare,
housing, and public benefits.
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 Preventive Care and Wellness Programs at the
JCWP will encourage healthier lifestyles and re-
duce isolation among seniors.

Construction Progress

In September 2025, PIMF officially kicked off
Phase 1 construction for the Jaisohnn Community
Wellness Plaza:

« An architectural firm was hired and the design
basis completed.

» After a competitive bidding process, a contrac-
tor was selected, and construction began in ear-
ly September 2025.

» Planned openings:

-January 2026 - Jaisohn Medical Center, Jaisohn
Home Health Care, Home Care, and Social Ser-
vices.

- April 2026 - Senior program space.

Phase 2 construction, which will house addition-
al services, will be delayed until we secure nec-
essary capital of ~$2 million of the total budget
of $10 million.

Investing in Workforce Diversity

To sustain this growth, PIMF will invest in hiring
and developing a diverse, multilingual workforce
— including physicians, nurse practitioners,
nurses, home health aides, and other providers —
along with social service professionals and com-
munity health workers. Bilingual and bicultural
staff are essential to bridging gaps in care and
ensuring services are accessible and trusted.

Conclusion

The present and future of PJMF is defined by in-
tegration, advocacy, and leadership. Through the
Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza, the Jaisohn
Advocacy & JAK Leadership Institute, expanded
services in partnership with AAPI communities,
and a commitment to quality and workforce di-
versity, PJMF is laying the foundation for the next
fifty years of impact.

In short: While our past was rooted in service,
our future will be driven by diverse professional
services, leadership, complied voice, and com-
munity empowerment.
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Philip Jaisohn Monument

He loved his native land, Korea,

shook it from its slumbers,

roused the young and thundered at the
old. In exile, he embraced his adopted
country, served it with true devotion,
healed the sick, and advanced science.
But, he never forgot his native soil,
spared no effort for her freedom.

And, to the end of his life,

he remained a dedicated champion

of the cause of humanity everywhere.

Words by Professor Chong-Sik Lee.
Etched in stone on the marble monument

at the Rose Tree Park, Media, PA
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Zeta E7 Scholarship List

sIndependence Blue Cross Nursing - 2H
«Tong S. Suhr-23

*Wooyoung Lee - 3H

*Helen Lee - 2H

«Kweon Family Hope - 2H

«Jaisohn Challenge - 1

sHack Ryang Chung - 1¥
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«Mrs. Manuel Lee - 13
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«Best Ride Services Scholarship - 1H
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Hhd  gt=ojnie] Halapdat Salatd (F2M), slHT X2
(Assimilation of the Korean Minority in the United State) 19784 &2t
H2# et=ojnie] oj= Yint S3aPy (SHEM), siAF XIS
(3e £2) 1978 St
H3HE ozl x|y shxelSe] A (FE2M), el =8 XIS
(Korean in Emlyn-A Community in Transition) 19784
Had AoHE x| st=olSe] &g (B2W), FMH XIS
(The Koreans in Seattle) 19794 =7t
H5H S FietolsSel st WEYE] (F2M), 01HA XIS
(Asian Immigrant Children in School) 197914 &2t
HedH SY/ 0= ehdSe EE3| (F2M), 01HA XIS
(Asian American Students Speak Out) 19794 &7t
H7d st=gle] ojatat FpxjE (F2M), Ol0|2 2E XIS
(Korean Ideas and Values) 1979 £7t
H8E =9l Aljel ool dolE (F2M), RIUS XIS
(The Korean Merchants in the Black Community) 19801 =2t
HOH AXHE uiAle| JHY "iln} SAES (BH=2M)
(ULHE AL ZeiE)19804 St
103 ghxe| ol (BE2M), Ol2i|L} X| =2 (Korean Arts) 1981d &2t
H1E s S8 (B2M), 85+ XIS (Roots and Assimilation) 1982 &7t
H12% HHSh= S=AlR] (B2T), HIME H2E XS
(South Korean Society in Transition) 19834 =7t
H13d st=elo] (B2M), AT XIS
(The Korean Language) 1984 &7t

@ MxiE T
MrjE Ho|(E2m), S XIS
(Philip Jaisohn, The First Korean-American A forgotten Hero) 1984 &7t

@ MXE JH2} S8 2iEe| &, SME XIS 2009

@ The First Korean Congress Centennial Celebration
(Ol=0llAM2] 312& “H1x} gtelz|e|” 100 71'd), X8+ 20194
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Honoring Board Members
with 20-50 Years of Dedicated Services:

50 Years Henry S-K Oh, MD

40+ Years Hack Ryang Chung, MD (Posthumously honored)
Bong Sik Lee, MD

30+ Years Manual Lee, MD
Wooyoung Lee, PhD (Posthumously honored)
Byung Chang Choi, PhD (Posthumously honored)
Bang Nam Jeon, PhD

20+ Years Chong Tae Kim, PhD, MD
Timothy Haahs (Posthumously honored)
Jay Joong S Shin, Esq. (Posthumously honored)
Bong Hak Hyun, MD (Posthumously honored)

Honoring Staff

with 20-50 Years of Dedicated Services:

30+Years Young Nam Kim, MD (1991 -Present)
Eungyoung Choi, MD (1989 -2018)

20+Years Won Myung Kim, MD (2000 -Present)
Chee Young Lee (1980-2007)
Jenny Shin (1997 - Present)
Donna Jeon (2000-2024)
Joanne Mosley (2001 -Present)
Hyun Gang (2004 - Present)
Joseph Lee (2004 - Present)
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I7MEE X 2EE] $24,000 X[ 242
2006.11.13 Hiss| MrjEEsa 0
Hz23]% (2007-2012.12)
2007.5.11 MEE71d2t 77| AmQl (THE 121)
2007.9.17 Hozg| MrjE sz 0]
2007.10.7 ME Mot 42

150 The 50th Anniversary Book of the Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation



2008.5 P82t Mg - 7Pt BER KO E M
2008.6.18 Susan G. Komen?| gt g7|3= £
2008.8.1 AL X|Hol| MxHEe| =2 72
2008.10 MAE 472
2009.4.16 M1} stICEXLS] | (First Korean Congress) 9034 7|tsHA} 7l %]
2009 Jaisohn Home Care SE (XY &% =2
2009.8 Hnz2 Mxiagesa =of
2009.9.25 MEIE JHSt 7 2ol Al W2H SMBE XS
2010.8 H122| Mg Ests ~of
2011.8 13| MrjEEEE o
2012.8 Hhaz| MriEgsta =0
2013-2017 TLSZERTH X| 2, “0]=3 A2 F Sk 5
Mgz 7tes| 2338 24 (0§ $50,000)
MrjEe|s# 2| =WE! 3 M xiyy| (H|&A] S CHd])
MEE T} A|AH =9
HALO|E 71
Jaisohn Home Health Care A{H|A 7HA]|
James & Agnes Kim Foundation225E{ $800,000%| &
Amerigen Foundation Z471Z =13 X|212 $50,000
Pew Foundation for Korean Senior Mental Health Program
$144,000
Hepatitis B Foundation $5,000
el SEMTH Ol A2 ¢ HXZ $5,000
2013 -2017 H152] - 193] oA M ETES =0
2018.1 %]84(George Choe) 1% 2! (PJMF 2|Z & CEO)
2018.8.1 Jaisohn Center Lansdale 2|22l £&H0|H
2019.4.12-14 H12] eIt EXS|S] 1005 7| WAL 71Z| (53,000 M)
2019.6 Independence Blue Cross Foundation Health Center Grant
AlZt (H $80,000 0|4,
ZHSrERd oleid] m2 13 24(2024 15 E)
2019.6.19 stol AjalZle] & (Korean American Citizenship Day) M
(PA = &-512, Zetdnjo} Aleje] S Ze2 A=)
2019.7 Jaisohn Youth Academy #%, Jaisohn Youth Drum Team &%
2019.8 213 AMrf=! =St 4~
2019.10.11 Asian American Coalition for Health & Human Services &

QTiSt AZE2t_ARHZIOl %A1 olof 2 501 151

[



2020-2023 2o gapdn|otol|M 1302 o4 WAl Fa|Y Al
TH|E-194&4ZITH| E 24,0007H HYE
2020.7 HNE| M AL RS0 A2 (Ro|e=stn $Hels|el S ST2])
2020.8 Hi222] MAiEEEE 0
2020.10.10 MriE7Id 2 MAIS 22 R
2021.1.12 James & Agnes Kim Foundation,
Jaisohn Home Health Care $300,000 37} X|&
2021.5 Faith and Liberty Discovery Center0f| AJZHESEAL M7} MA|
(Liberty Changemaker)
2021.7 Hi23] MrjEYA SRS R AL (O]1HH Ci2)
2021.8 Hi232| MAEE e 0]
2021.11.1 Jaisohn Wellness Center 7§2
(Advanced Living Communities LH)
2022.6.1 Montgomery County Recovery Office,
HealthSpark Foundation, Asian American Coalitionz}
2l $250,000 ARPA Grant £
(AAPI Community Strengths and
Needs Assessment Study 33l
2022.7 HI33| MR TUAL BEZ M A0S CH4)
2022.8 H243| MrEEeS =0
2022.8.5 Montgomery CountyZ5E{ ARPA |9} 531 X|23
$5,250,000 4 >
Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza Z1&! %I
2023.3.6 Pennsylvania F B 215 X|3(DHS) 225 H
o|5¢lo] 247 m2 7.1 ol AMH|A X33 $300,000 =3
2023.4.1 Y| First Korean Congress 7| d3iA} 71|
(35F2|: UPenn ZFT eH=8HIE],
FrE SGAE Hatdn|of 58 4)
2023.5.9 Montgomery County Office of Aging2} & $60,000,
34 7o} HIA > FI2E| 2|X2| AAPI L QIMIE] 272t X|H
Pennsylvania Senior Community Center Grant
$120,000 7} $3(2024-25)
2023.5.18 E2}dnjol 6ABC &=t “Philly Proud” X|< Hoi|7| 2t $=2
2023.7 Hag| MATAL BxZmM Al 20| Ci4)

152 The 50th Anniversary Book of the Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation



2023.8 H253] MrZErst2 20

2024.3.19 MacKenzie Scott Yield Giving Foundation
$2,000,000 H|X[St X|2Z +H

2024.5.10 H|18] Delaware County AAPI Heritage Festival 7HZ]|
(Delaware County Council-2323|2|A e 2S5 F2])

2024.7 HI53| MAfEYIAL BEZ R A4

2024.7.17 Jaisohn Community Wellness Plaza 12 Y
(1180 Welsh Rd., North Wales, $4,500,000)

2024.7.28 83| MATIA AlA}: 2% 3|Z (Amkor Technology)

2024.8 H262| MHEEES =

2024.9.15 H|12] AAPI Fall Festival 7%

(871 OtA|OFA| HRLIEIR} 2-E F2F JCWP)
2024.9.23-10.1 MR{E 4ot 2H2(88F)

2024.10.24 Media-Boseong XM A] #9f A (Eal+0] 7H2E| M)
2024.11.23 Jaisohn 25 % Home Care £A{ JCWPZ 0|
2025.7 HN3| M EYAL SHEX ot SR

(MHojgt=xglagiole|o SE32])
2025.8 H27=] MAEEESE 0
2025.8.26 CHehl=s o|ZH'E CHEHE 2} ZsiliE of Al ARHE7|'Ee WE
2025.9.12-14 National Conference on Education, Policy, and Action

for Korean Americans =S+3|
(23F2|: Korean American Institute)

; QICH3H AZERL_AAHEIO! 412 olof 2 5044 153




BNk RS

el 24, olx|Y, MBI

k) ol 20251 11

ElelbSE ARH= 7] @R H(Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation)
1180 Welsh Road, North Wales, PA 19454
(215) 224-2400

o) 2K Sunny Printing

3900 N 2nd St, Philadelphia, PA 19140
(215) 229-2000

£ 5054 7@k o] 24 shapdel xiglo 2

154 The 50th Anniversary Book of the Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation




ﬂ Wearea 501(c)(3) non-profit

organization founded in 1975 with a
commitment of serving the community
in the spirit of Dr. Philip Jaisohn.
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Memaorial Foundation
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laisohn Wellness Cenler
JIsoNN j2senn Weliness Center 545, 6359500 JNISOHN Advocacy & Luadership
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Jaisohn Center-Lansdale 51 Medical Campus Drive, Lansdate, PA
Jaisohn Wellness Center

https://jaisohn.org/
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